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100 best places to live and launch
23. Dover, Del.

Population: 36,646

Pros: Quieter and less expensive than
surrounding cities; state government
provides a stable economy

Con: Too quiet for some residents

The state capital of Delaware is small,
but it's in easy reach of major cities like
Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington
- as well as a long stretch of beautiful
Atlantic beaches.

Dover's pace is slower than that of
larger cities, and its cost of living is
much lower. Revolutionary War-era
history is still evident, especially on
Dover's historic green, where Delaware
became the first state to ratify the U.S.
Constitution. The Dover Air Force Base
is a major local presence. Housing thousands of military personnel and creating significant
demand for support services, the base claims to generate $470 million in local economic impact
each year.

* Talk back: What do you think of Dover?

Delaware is known nationally for its aggressively pro-business tax policies: it has no sales tax, no
personal property tax, no business use tax and no inventory tax. As a result, many major U.S.
companies are incorporated in Dover. The city has significant resources for small-business
owners, with a cluster of city, state and federal offices available for technical assistance, advice
and loan programs. -Elizabeth Bland

Interactive map: Dover, Del.
iii Find homes for sale in Dover, Del.

NEXT: 56. Winston-Salem, N.C
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* Top tech launching pads

32 Stocks that Doubled!

mMotley Fool Co-founder Tom Gardner's top pick is up
490% ... David Gardner's top performer is up 730%.

sSince they launched Mobiey Fool Stock Achizar in April
2002, afull 32 of their recommendations have
doubled invalue ar maore.

In afree repart, Motley Fool co-founders reveal their
Mo. 1 stock idea for 2008,

Anaother double? Find out now:

Click here for"The Motley Fool's 2 Top Picks!" mw
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A season of change
What do ltalian wines, Tennessee T-cakes,
downtowns, and Delphi Corp. have in

common? Tales of rebirth and reinvention.
Celebrate spring with FSB's top literary picks
for April. (more)

Student grudge match
- FSB co-sponsored Rice University's
= prestigious national competition for the first

time this year. The winners took home a total

of $327,000 in prize money, plus priceless
bragging rights. Meet all 36 semifinalists below.
Photographs by Evan Kafka for FSB. (more)

o> E And the grant goes to...

i

N S0 Meet 8 extraordinary startups that nabbed
% innovation awards from the federal

government. (more)
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